PALOS VERDES ESTATES

Judge denies
challenges to PVE
parkland lawsuit

A judge has denied
the most recent set of
challenges from the
city of Palos Verdes Es-
tates, including a mo-
tion to dismiss, to a
lawsuit filed in May
2013 by a group of res-
idents seeking to re-
verse a deal that ended
one lawsuit and re-
sulted in the exchange
of city parkland for two
empty school district

lots. The 2012 deal was
brokered among the
_city, the Palos Verdes
Homes Association, the
‘Palos Verdes Penin-

‘sula Unified School Dis-
iet and a PVE cou-
ple. It resulted in a $1.5 -

million donation to a
cash-strapped school
district, which in turn
_dropped a two-year law-
“suit against the Homes
Association regarding
the association’s deed
“restrictions on two dis-
_trict-owned lots. In
addition, the district
transferred the own-
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ership of the lots back
to the association, pre-
serving them as open
space. The Homes Asso-
ciation transferred own-
ership of lots to the city,
in exchange for a 1.7-acre
parcel of parkland; the
Homes Association then
transferred ownership of
the 1.7-acre parkland to
Robert and Dolores Lug-
liani.

The 2013 lawsuit filed
by Citizens for Enforce-
ment of Parkland Cov-
enants seeks to invali-
date the deal, arguing
the transaction was il-
legal because the city
violated land use cove-
nants when it conveyed
parkland to the couple,
who had encroached on
the property for years,
and after acquiring it,
sought to have it re-
zoned to residential
space.

Jeff Lewis, who rep-
resents the residents,
said the judge’s Nov.
4 decisions mean the
case will likely go to
trial next year. PVE
City Attorney Christi
Hogin called them mi-
nor procedural develop-
ments and said the city
will soon be filing a re-
sponse.

The case will next
move to the discovery
period.

An attorney for the
Homes Association de-
clined to comment, but
the Luglianis said they
“are confident that the
validity of the Memo-
randum of Understand-
ing which was duly ap-
proved by the city, the
Palos Verdes Homes As-
sociation, and school
district and which has
conferred and is con-

_tinuing to confer great

benefits on the PVE
community will be up-
held through the judi-
cial process.”

— Megan Barnes




